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UNITED NATIONS, N.Y., 
Jan. 28 — Secretary General U 
Thant urged today that the big 
powers bring “moral pressure” 
on the Israelis and Arabs for 
a Middle East settlement with- 
in a Security Council frame- 
work. 

At his first news conference 
of 1969, Thant made clear his 
preference for four-power dis- 
cussions that would include 
Britain and France instead of 
a two-power arrangement be- 
tween the United States and 
the Soviet Union. 

These consultations, “either 
collectively or separately,” 
should seek to obtain funda- 
mental agreement ton means 
of carrying out the Security 
Council resolution of Nov. 22, 
1967, he indicated. Then the 
powers should come back to 
the Council — by implication 
to formulate a new resolution. 

“Such a process would fa- 
cilitate the work” of U.N. Mid- 
dle East representative Gun- 
nar Jarring, Thant asserted, 
and “I am confident would 
contribute to a just and last, 
ing peace.” Jarring, however, 
should not be directly in- . 
volved in the big-power talk^, 
he said. 

The parties primarily con- 
cerned in the conflict also 
“must be involved at some 
stages,” he added, but “some 
j degree of pressure in all di- 
rections is necessary.” This 
has been the case with almost 
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all past Council resolutions, 
he -said. 

In other major points Thant: 

° Agreed with President 
Nixon’s assessment yesterday 
that an uncontrolled situation 
in the Middle . East “could 
bring a confrontation between 
the nuclear powers.” 

9 Said ihe Ihad been im- 
pressed, watching Mr. Nixon’s 
press conference on television, 
by the President’s “sincere de- 
sire to create conditions of 
peace and progress in the 
world.” 

0 Stated he has not decided 
on steps to attempt to dis- 
suade Iraq from further exe- 
cutions, following his sharp 
criticism yesterday of the 
hanging of 14 persons accused 
of spying for. Israel, but said 
he does not plan to bring the 
issue to the Security Council. 

• Emphasized that the. fed- 
eral Nigerian government is 
not responsible for impedi- 
ments to the flow of, relief 
supplies to Biafra and indi- 
cated that any U.N. endorse- 
ment of Biafran secession 
would create problems for 
more than half, the (govern- 
ments of the world. 

• Assessed the prospects 
for peace in ; Vietnam as 
“brighter than at any time in 
the past” on the ’ basis of 
progress in the Paris- talks, al- 
though a “long and difficult” 
process lies ahead. 

• Urged governments, to 
bear in mind that Communist 
China will become a big 
power— “perhaps even a su- 
perpower”— within the next 
decade. In his private capa- 
city, he welcomed Italy’s state- 
ment that it would recognize 
the Peking government. 

9 Extended his remarks on 
the desirability of ending. the 
isolation of certain countries 
to include Cuba, as suggested 
by the Catholic Archbishop of 
Recife, Brazil, the Most Rev. 
Dom Helder. 

• Said he stands by every 
Soviet-bloc invasion of Czecho- 
slovakia, but that the Czecho- 
slovak government has made 
plain it does not want public 
pronouncements by any prin- 
cipal U.N. organ. 


Thant’s comments on the 
Middle East spelled out more 
precisely than ever before his 
objectives in repeatedly call- 
ing for a four-power meeting. 
France and Russia also have 
advocated such a meeting. 

What he outlined was a proc- 
ess in between the so-far 
largely sterile exchanges be*- 
tween the Arabs and Israelis 
through Jarring and an im- 
posed solution, which he said 
would be “likely to generate 
further problems in the years 
to come.” 

Thant reiterated that “some 
sort of moral pressure by the 
big powers within the machin- 
ery of the Security Council” is 
necessary, and stressed the im- 
portance of keeping whatever 
ds done within “the context of 
the United Nations.” 

Jarring should be available 
to the big powers and to the 
parties to the conflict, Thant 
explained, “but I don’t think— 
and he agrees with me — that 
he should actively participate 
in discussions among the big 
powers.” 

Confers With Jarring 

The Middle East envoy re- 
turned to New York from Mos- 
cow last night, and Thant had 
•a working lunch with him to- 
day. Jarring reportedly plan- 
ned private consultations with 
diplomats here. , 

The Palestine refugee issue 
is “the crux of the problem,” 
Thant asserted, and unless this 
is tackled “I’m afraid the move 
toward a just and peaceful so- 
lution will be very slow.” 
Thant’s formula for a big-four 
aproach did not appear to dis- 
courage bilateral meetings be- 
tween the United States and 
Russia on such broader issues 
as a missile-limitation agree- 
ment. 

Nor did he rule out bilateral 
talks on the Middle East as a 
preliminary part of the proc- 
ess. But he was emphatic that 
any -agreement must be among 
the four major permanent 
members of the Security 
Council. 

He declined to disclose de- 
tails of his convex’s ations on 
the subject with ambassadors 


of the four powers. Although 
the Nixon Administration is 
reserving its position until 
after a review on Saturday, 
some diplomatic sources here 
are predicting that a foui'- 
power procedure will be initi- 
ated by the second week id 
February. 

What aroused his concern in 
the spy trials in Iraq, he ex- 
plained, was their possible ef- 
fect in impeding Middle East 
peace efforts. “If similar ac- 
tions had taken place in an- 
other area, outside the region, 
I might not have even thought 
of issuing any statement,” he 
said, adding that legally the 
matter is an inteimal affair of 
Iraq. 

Views on Nigeria 

Thant made the most elabo- 
rate explanation so far of his 
attitude toward the Nigerian 
civil war. He said he has been 
guided by the stress placed by 
the Organization of African 
Unity on the unity of Nigeria. 

His conclusion that “the im- 
pediments” to relief of starva- 
tion in Biafra “have not come 
from Lagos” (the Nigerian 
capital) is based on the find- 
ings of his special representa- 
tive, Nils-Goran Gussing, he 
said. 


More than half the membei’s 
of the U.N. are “beset” with 
secessionist movements, he as- 
serted, -and if the U.N. were 
in any way to endorse the Bi- 
afran secession “there would 
be ino end to the problems be- 
setting many member-states.” 
The U.N., he noted, “spent 
over $500 million and many 
precious lives in the Congo pri- 
-maiuly to prevent the seces- 
sion of Katanga” in its 1961-65 
inteiwention. 

Concern Over Iraq 
This was the first Thant 
news conference in many 
months in which Vietnam did 
not figure as a major topic. 
Thant said that two of the 
three points he often proposed 
•have now been met, “at least 
technically,” in the halt of 
American bombing of the 
North and the discussions 
among all parties involved in 
the fighting. The other point is 
a scaling down of the fighting 
on both sides. 


